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St, Peter's Church at Serbin.
This was organized in 1870
by a number of members who
had withdrawn fropi Reyv. John
Killan's congregatfon. This new
congregation (St. Peter's) exis-
ted for forty-four years. In
1914 it was again united with
the mother church, to which
also was turned over all of its
property, consisting of church
and school buliding and. a dwel-
ling forsthe teacher and land of
which quite a number of atrés
had been bought by St. Peter's.
About fifty years ago, and for
thirty years after both Serbin
chiurches were in a flourishing
condition, Each had its pastor
and teacher, and St. Paul's
membership wag as large, or
nearly 80, as now after the two
churches have been reunited.
St. Paul (Kilian) had about 700
baptized members while St
Peter's had about 300, So it
geems, Serbin was more thickly
settled at that time than now.
Quite a number of churches
have their origin from the
Wendish eolony (Killan) in Lee
County, eight or nine in this
, and ten in other part$
People from Ser-
roved to Austin, Port Ar-
Walburg  (Willlamson
Coufity), The Grove and Cop-
pergs  Cove (both In Coryell
ty), Thorndale, Vernou,
And wherever they went,
they| soon began organizing a
_chuveh and calling a pastor, or
il they went to a place where
already « viurch had been un-
der way, 1hey joined this church
without d¢elay, and tried in
every way to help things along.
St. Peter's was the first fruit
of this tendeney of our. Wendish
people to multiply and start
new church communities.
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(Continued)
By Rev. G. Birkmann, Retired.

-'l‘hc*y at first had a pastor
who was of Wendish descent,

Rev. John Pallmer (1S70 to
1873). -He preached both in
Wendish and German., He also

preached at Fedor where in the
same vear (1870) a congrega-
tion had ‘been started. Pastor
Palmer- was o faithful-and- very
industrious worker, but he was
soon released by death, result-
ing from fever, of which disease
also his wife had died a month
or two before, leaving him a
child, and thls child was later,
after the death of Pastor Pall-
mer, adopted by teacher Leub-
ner who sent the boy to college.

Many of the older people in Ser-|

bin remember teacher Pallmer
who for thirty years taught in
St Louls and elsewhere, .

Rev. Ax D. Greif was the se-
cond pastor of St. Peters. He
was a German, preaching only

[in German, and so Wendlsh for-
|ever has been dropped from the
‘pulpit of St. Peter’'s. In their
Ischool it never had been taught,
{Leubner being the teacher at
[first, and later also teachers
'were employed who did not
‘know Wendish: -

Pastor Grelf was a gifted
Iman, a ready speaker, who also
[tried to start a gathering of
{Luthemns in Giddings (1874
and 1875) and I have: been told
that he preached here at certain
intervals, ,

Pastor C. L. Geyer was called
in 1876 and remamed until hig
demise in 1892. He had been
a fellow student with Rev. John
Kilian at the German unlversity
of lelpzig and also with I‘)J
Walter and was a cousin of
Walther. Geyer had been in the
ministry in Wisconsin sixteen
years, and after that sixteen
vears in Carlinville, lllinois, and
his stay in Serbin also covered
gixteen years. He was a qurlet
and unassuming character, but
a most faithful pastor and a
good preacher, and he did very
much In making of his people
a wellsinformed and indoctrinal
congregation. His end came
most unexpectedly. While distri-
{buting the Holy Supper h#%sud-

/ldenly exclaimed: T feel badly,”

(and then sank, He was, how-
ever, caught up by some men of
the vestry, was carried to his
nearby home, where he expired
the same day, calling on the
name of Jesus and stretching
forth his arms, as if to embraca
Him. Geyer and P#llmér are
both buried in the Serbin grave-
vard, as is teacher Leubner and
also the wives of these men-
tioned.
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"Rev. C. Bernthal was’ the
next pastor of St. Peter's. He
was a young man, only two

yvears in the minigtry. But strong
and healthy, and kindly and
hopeful, and he also was a good
worker, also keeping school
much of his time, when there
was no teacher. He served the
church in Serbin for thirteen
years, and is- well- remembered
by many. One of the teachers,
his name was Herter, was fatal-
Iy burned by the explosion of
a gasoline stove, this occurred
in 1896. Pastor Berpthal was
visiting at his home in Michi-
zan at thetime, and Rev. Herm.
Kilian attended the dying man
'and buried him after his strug-
gles had been ended.
Rev, W. Pott was the

last
"minister of St. Peter's. He came
[there about 1906 and left eight

‘years Iater, and then St. Peter’s/’,
was served for a time by Rev.|.
Fischer of Giddings. |’
to Rev.|,
wisel|,
“|live, in Fedor,

G W
[Much credit is due
Fischer that through. his
direction and persistent efforts
| the two Serbin churches again!
{were made one. This happy!
event took place iy 1914, eigh-
teen years ago.

! The Church at Fador.
|

When Rev. Theo. Brohm  of
| St. Louis  visited John Kilian
jand his church. at Serbin in
1870, teacher Leubner told Rev.
Brohm of the intentlon of some
fumilies at Fedor (then called
West Yegua) to organlze a
church there. Rev. Brohm and
Leubner vode horseback, per-
taps the first time they had
mounted a horse, to Fedor.
There they found Mr. Boback
who had Dbought a league of
land to parcel it out to new
comers froni Serbin, and in or-
der to attract settlers, I guppose,
he donated fifty acres of the
lengue to the church which was
to be inauguraied in Fedor. Be-
sides Mr. Bobach,- there were
half a dozen other heads of fa-
milies who agreed on the day
thut Brohm and Leubner were

congregation.  Among . them
Andrew Melde, Andrew Pillack,
Matth, Domann,
mann, Gottlieh Schroeder, eto,

fedor church, Pastor Pallmer
of, Serbin was asllced ‘titéépreach
ta them tor a while. 1871 -Rew.!
1AL Proft was talled @s pustor;
and«a modest dwelling was kept

thiere, to-be menmbers of a new |

Ernest. Leh-}

This was the beginning of the|

‘i4chool Tor the parish. AU first,

-

fehureh and school at Fedor,

“imembership

———— e

also Wendish was used in the
services, after a year or two the
Wendish was discontinued in

Jr1873 -Mr, Jacoh Moerne
came -to Fedor, together with
other families related to him,
among them August Dube, Jonn
Wuensche, Carl Dube and
others. These men did much to
give the church a good start.
Some of their descendants still
for instance,
Ernest Moerbe and Herm. Dube
and August and Emil Dube,
sons of Ernest Dube.

About sixty years ago, the
congregation * was admitted to.
iIn the Missourl
Synod,

Pastor Proft and his famiy
suffered much from climatic’

rishioners. This was probably
caused by lack of good drinking
water and oy hard living condi-
tiong and at that time it was un-
known that fever is produced by
mosquitces  ete. Proft,
lmlnlmer, built himself a house
some miles aw=y from e
church,  a— house ~with
stories, and used the second
story for sleeping apartments
in order to escupe from the
fever.. :

In 1875 the first church brtil-
ding was erected and dedicated,
and after being cnlarged in
1884 this same bullding is still
in use, The first school house
was bullt in 1884, which served
for 27 vears, and then dnother
schoolhouse was built and a few:
years later this also was enlarg-
ed, and this two room building
is still doing good service. The
present parsonage was erected
in 1894 and the teacher's dwel=
ling some years Ago, after the

first teacher's residence “had!
been doing service for over
forty-five vears.

fever, ag did some of his pa-|

the | had to give letters of dismissal]

Jto quite a numher of our good
two|'

3
¢

!

o
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Jdthey could get zood land, raise

Jits own, they

e B

time of Pastor Proft. His wife
had died and he himsellf was In
poor health, so he saw fit to re-|
sign at the end of 1875, The|’
next year the writer of these
lines was called by the Fedor
church, after having completed
his theological studies at the
seminary in St. Louis. 1 then]|,
served the ongregation for threa
years, from 1876 to 1879, in the|'
latter year accepting a call to
Dallas, Rey. [. M. Maisch was
my successor for the next three
vears, and after hig three years|,
of service in Fedor he went to
Walburg, ani Fedor again sent
me a call. I returned to Fedor |’
in 1882 and then stayed with|,
the congregation for forty vears,
In 1922 I was forced to resign
on account of fuilure of my eye-
sight, and smce then I have
made my homb in Giddings,

The Fedor chureh had a re-
markable growth about fifty
years agy, during the years of
1880 to 1885 wien twenty new
families  came from Germuny !
and fronl Serbm. In 1884, the,
number of peop'e Were almosr
vdouble from what they had been
jeight years before.  Abont fifty
families weres recular attendants
at services, awl from fifty to,
slxty c¢hilifren in school.

In the last years, however, of
the last century. Thorndale be-
came the center of interest for
many of our peaple, for there

more cotton and corn, and the

upshot was tha !

we al Fedor;

members, and  within .a few
vears we lost some thirty fami-
lies, going to Thorndale or else-
where, Their places were ne-
vertheless, cocupied by others,
and the Fedor people were al-
ways mindful of the saying: “Be
fruitful and multiply,” and there
was a lot of children and young
people, So we see today that
the Fedor vhnr*h is still holding
ave two regular
teachers instructing nearly a
hundred-ehildren, and over three
andred -conuninicant -mem--
bers, ete,  Pastor Adolf Michalk
I8 at present the minister there,
and  Messors  Schroeder  and
Buuck are the teachers, They,
have German and English prea-
ehing, and Rev -Michalk is also
conducting a Dible ¢lass,

pwapzan

Transcript can be found in the Birkman blog at http://www.wendishresearch.org/blog_gotthilf birkmann/?e=38
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